Please replace paragraph [0Q2.3] with the following amended 
paragraph:. 

[QQ23] The above as well as additional objectives, features, and 
advantages of the present invention will become apparent in the 
following written description, 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS: 

FIG. 1 is a diagram depicting example components of a prJjor^j|r£ 
computer system,- 

Fig. 2 is a diagram depicting example components of a prior art 
■el i ant- s e.r ver network ; 

Fig, 3 is a diagram depicting example components of prior art 
■cloned systems; 

Fig, 4 is a diagram of components of cloned systems of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 5 is a flow chart depicting steps of cloning; 

Fig. 6 is a flow chart depicting steps of cloning of the present 
invention; and 

Fig. 7 is a flow chart depicting steps of installing drivers in a 
cloned system. 
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Please replace paragraph [0006] with the following amended 
paragraph : 



[0006] Thus j all of Che systems cloned bave corftreiori software 
{with the same levels and versions of the sa^ie software? . Cloning 
simplifies an organization's it (inform ation. Technology? 
infrastructure since all of the computers or workstations have 
the same software. A problem exists with this strategy sines a 
separate clone image must be created to support different 
computer types and models , hardware configuration differences, 
device drivers and the like. 
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Please replace paragraph [0009] with, the following amended 
paragraph : 



10009] Cur-rent cloning software does not address the issue of 
adding new hardware, driver, and application support to an 
existing image file, since replicating- system images (cloning) 
requires that the target system 30? and the source system 301 .foe 
exactly the s$me, large enterprises can sometimes have hundreds 
or ever! thousands of clouted images 31 3-1.9-M4 on their servers 
316 in order to have a cloned image for each supported system 
configuration, Some operating systems, like windows WINDOWS® 
2000 /IP from MICROSOFT® CORP., have imaging tools that allow a 
technician to reset the devices that had been previously detected 
by the Operating system. By resetting the devices, the operating 
System can re -scan for hardware on the next boot of the operating 
system. Using this method, in a cloned system, requires managing 
the plug and play driver repository on the cloned system, In 
order to create a new clone image 3.18, the technician would clone 

known image file 317 containing an operating system witn 
installed and customized applications to a. system, boot tne 
operating system, manipulate the driver repository 306 that 
resides on the client 301 to include new or updated drivers, run 
the imaging tool, then clone the system image back to the server 
316, When the technician saves the *cioned client system* to the 
server,, the technician is saving a snapshot of the operating 
System 302, applications 303, and hardware support components 
3§4. The snapshot is a version of the computers' operating system 
that can be cloned (replicated) to other systems that are 
supported by the updated driver repository 306 or native driver 
support built into the operating system,. 
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Please replace paragraph [00111 with the following amended 
paragraph : 



[0011] The windows 2000 system Preparation Tool (Sysprep) 
enables administrators to prepare W s ra te we- WINDOWS 2 000 System 
images as part of an automated deployment. Sysprep provides the 
ability to reduce the number of images required in a. deployment 
by supporting multiple mass storage controllers . Sysprep supports 
cloning of a. computer system's Operating System, software and 
settings to create an imag® that can be deployed to numerous 
target servers or workstations if the target system has 
different capability, Plug and Play drivers are loaded when the 
target system is powered, up. 



Please replace- paragraph 1 00.27 J with Che following amended 
paragraph.; 



[Q027] Qne example of a self configuring computer system is 
t augn t in rjg pa t en t Ko . 5 , 6 6 8 , 9 9 2 " S, si f -Conf igur ing Compu t er 
System* assigned to Infce : r national Business Machines Corp . (IBM©) * 
This patent is incorporated herein by reference- it describes a 
self configuring computer system which configures and loads 
appropriate software to support custom configurations without, 
manual intervention by the user or the manufacturer., When the 
computer is first activated, an 'interrogation* module is loaded 
that, scans the system for components requiring specific software 
to operate. The interrogation module enables a startup module to 
select software from disk-based files including the proper 
version of the operating system.. This patent does not discuss 
such functions as: creating a. clone image appropriate for a group 
of computer systems, providing cloned images to computer systems, 
providing a separate driver table for finding appropriate drivers 
for the characteristics of a cloned System, adding drivers to a 
system so that the operating system's plug and play engine will 
detect and install the necessary drivers, it also does not 
address build time dynamic installation of drivers on cloned 
systems. 
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Please replace paragraph [0039] with the following amended 
paragraph ; 



[003 9] "syspr^p . inf" - control file tot the H &e g - ee eife fe MICROSOFT 
Clone preparation Tool *Sysprep* 
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Please replace paragraph [0047] with the following amended 
paragraph : 



10047 J Referring to Fig, 5, the clone process begins by creating 
a clone image SOl of a desired system The clone image is 
preferably saved at a build server so it is available via a 
network to target systems , The clone image could also be 
distributed by CD-Rote or other techniques known in the art.. A 
cloning tool running at a target computer clones the image to the 
target computer, A program preferably comprising an interrogation 
program determines configuration information 503 (including ID'S 
of attached devices as. well as computer model /type and options 
installed information!. The program in cooperation with the build 
server determines the needed drivers and configuration 
information according to the rules and downloads them to the 
target computer, in one embodiment predetermined taslcs are 
performed based on instructions in the build rule. Drivers are 
transferred to the primary partition of the target computer 
system 504, When the system is rebooted with the clone image and 
devices 505,. the drivers are installed 506. 
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Please replace paragraph [0049] with the following amended 
paragraph : 

[00^9] Based on the Type/Model. 325 detected, the interrogation 
program checks for » "rule*' for the target system 307 and 
performs customization^, to example would: 

1. Detect the target system Type/Model 325 Is a 2366-97U 
(IBM ThinkPad® T30} . 

2. Obtain the rule 402 for the 2366-97U from the build 
Server 316 which states a. ThinkPad®. T3Q must have CD-RW 
software installed (even if not detected) . This might be 
because it is a prerequisite for other software t o* 
because the user will soon be getting a Cd-rw device but 
it is not yet installed. 
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in the paragraph following paragraph [0050] please amend the 
paragraph number to - - [0051]--, 
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